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International Women’s Day 2019 

 

Summary 

International Women's Day (March 8) is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and 
political achievements of women. The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity. 

International Women's Day (IWD) has occurred for well over a century, with the first IWD gathering 
in 1911 supported by over a million people in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland. Prior to 
this the Socialist Party of America, United Kingdom's Suffragists and Suffragettes, and further groups 
campaigned for women's equality. 

Project Aims 

 

Women from Merthyr Tydfil who have made, and, continue to lead change in their local 
communities were invited to speak to a group of young women from The College, Merthyr Tydfil, 
and to other interested attendees about their experiences as women taking leadership roles in the 
community, and, further afield. The aims of the project were: 

 To provide great female role models. 

 Help to give the young women who attended the day, the best start in life, by helping them 
to develop their confidence and resilience. Essential for their mental health. 

 Celebrate the achievements of women in Merthyr Tydfil, and empower young women to 
take part. 

 Recognise the important contribution of women from Merthyr Tydfil to the national life of 
Wales, through the example of Ursula Masson.  

 Through the Purple Plaque scheme help to diversify and strengthen the local economy 
through tourism. A purple plaque for Ursula Masson was unveiled on the day on the front of 
the Library. This is only the second plaque to have been unveiled in Wales to date. 
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The Project 

The morning session was attended by students form the Creative Arts Department of The College, 
Merthyr Tydfil. The session was opened by Jane Sellwood, Operations Manager of 
Wellbeing@Merthyr. This was followed by a presentation from pupils at Dowlais Primary School, 
who have been researching famous women of Merthyr Tydfil. 
 

 
 
The children’s work was on display in the Plymouth Courtyard, throughout the day. 
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   Speakers in the first session were Chisomo Phiri, Anne England, and, Dawn Bowden AM. 
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After the intermission, the day continued with talks from Deputy Minister Jane Hutt AM, Julie 

Morgan AM, and Dawn Bowden AM. The final speech by Ursula Masson’s niece, Helen Molyneux, 

was followed by the unveiling of the Purple Plaque outside Merthyr Central Library. 
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Project Results 

Around twenty young female students attended the day, alongside other interested parties. They 

said afterwards, that they had found the session, “Inspirational”. Over 100 people attended the 

unveiling of the Purple Plaque for Ursula Masson, organised in conunction with our partners 

Chwarae Teg. 

Next Steps 

Seek closer co-operation with The College, Merthyr Tydfil, Girl Guides, and other organisations 

working with young women to plan events for the next International Women’s Day, 8th March, 2020. 

 

 


